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Based on community and agency feedback, several design refinements

have been made to the Preferred Alternative. The Preferred Alternative

includes a revised and expanded Montlake Lid, nearly 1,400 feet in

length, designed to create a better pedestrian amenity in the central part

of the Montlake neighborhood while providing a better location and

environment for the regional bus stops that will be incorporated into the

transit/HOV direct access ramps (see Chapter 2 of the Final EIS). The

Preferred Alternative would include features on the Montlake lid that

would reconnect previously divided areas such as bike paths, open

space, and pedestrian amenities.

The Preferred Alternative includes the construction of a new bascule

bridge similar to the one in Option A. Because the number of bridge

openings would not be affected by the new bascule bridge, traffic times

would not be negatively affected. On the contrary, the new bascule

bridge would add capacity across the Montlake cut, potentially reducing

the bottleneck that currently exists.

Please see Chapter 6 of the Final Transportation Discipline Report for

detailed information regarding the effects of the Preferred Alternative on

local traffic volumes, intersection operations and travel times in the

Montlake interchange area. Transit travel time estimates with the new

bascule bridge are provided for the a.m., p.m. and off-peak periods.
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